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ANMTAL  RIUPORT  OF  THJ  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  H-ilALTH  PQR  1961 


Health  Department, 
Albert  Street, 
BRIDGWATHR. 

Tel:  Bridg\ivater  2689  August,  I962. 


To; 


The  Chairmcji  ond  Members  of  the 

Bridgwater  Rur:!  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  the  District,  and  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  during  the  year  I96I.  The  report  is  set  out 
in  the  manner  of  previous  years,  so  that  comparison  ¥/ith  former 
reports  can  easily  be  made. 

As  far  as  can  be  judged  from  a study  of  the  vital 
statistics,  the  general  health  of  the  District  was  satisfactory 
during  the  year.  The  figures  show  little  variation  from  those 
of  the  previous  year  and  compare  favourably  with  those  for  the 
country  as  a ¥/hole. 

Vv'ater  shortage  was  again  an  acute  problem  in  the  Rural 
District  during  the  year  and  restrictions  on  the  use  of  domestic 
supplies  were  necessary  from  early  in  July  until  practically 
the  end  of  the  year.  However,  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report 
the  Hawkridge  scheme  is  not  only  complete,  but  the  reservoir  is 
full  and  it  is  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  the  District  v/ill  now 
have  adeguate  supplies  of  vi/ater  for  all  purposes  for  many  years 
to  come. 


Slum  clearance  and  the  provision  of  satisfactory  houses 
by  the  Council  and  by  private  enterprise  has  proceeded  most 
satisfactorily. 


I wish  to  tcloe  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Members 
of  the  Council,  the  other  Chief  Officers,  and  the  Staff  of  the 
Health  Departm.ent , for  the  help  and  co-operation  which  I have 
received  during  the  year. 


1 am. 

Yours  faithfully. 


R.H.  WATSON. 
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SUMmRY  _ 0 P STAT I3TIGS 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  ( acres  ) 86 
Population  ( census  I96I  ) 21 
Population  ( Registrar  General’s  estimate  ) 196I  21 
No.  of  inhabited  houses  on  31st  Decemhers  I96I  6 
Rateable  value  on  31st  December,  I96I  £182 
Sum  represented  by  Id  rate  on  31st  December,  196I  £ 


Extracts  from  VITAL  STATISTICS  for  the  year  1961 


Live  Births, 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

193 

194 

387 

Illegitimate 

10 

10 

20 

203 

204 

407 

Live  Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  popula 

tion 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 
Stillbirths 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 
Total  live  and  stillbirths 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age) 

Infcjit  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  --  total 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - legitimate 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - illegitimate 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000 

total  live  births) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 v;eek  per 

1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

Deaths. 

Total  number  of  deaths 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 


,000 

,985 

,950 

,814 

,365 

760.11.3 


18.54 

4.91 

7 

18.86 

414 

7 

17.20 
18. 09 

nil 

12.28 

12.28 

28.99 

nil 

nil 

256 

11.66 


2 


Births. 


The  hirth  rate  of  any  area  is  dependent  upon  the 
composition  of  the  popiil.-.tion  in  tin^t  area.  Obviously  a 
population  v/ith  a high  proportion  of  persons  of  child  hearing 
age  v;ill  have  more  births  per  lyOOG  of  the  popul^.tion  than  an 
area  v/ith  an  unduly  large  number  of  people  in  the  older  age 
groups.  To  enable  the  birth  rates  of  different  areas  to  be 
compared,  the  Registrar  General  provides  a comparability  factor 
for  each  Local  Authority  area,  which  renders  the  birth  rate  of 
each  area  comparable  with  that  of  a district  the  population  of 
which  is  of  standard  age  and  sex  distribution.  The  birth  rate 
for  the  Rural  District  adjusted  in  this  manner  is  increased 
from  18.54  to  20,02  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  birth 
rate  for  England  and  Bales  was  17. 4» 

Birth  rates  for  the  Rural  District  and  for  England 
and  Wales  for  the  past  five  years  were  as  follov/s:- 


1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1 1961  I 

i _i 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

16.20 

17.41 

17.21 

i 

18.59  i 

I 1 

1 18.54  j 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

17.50 

18.80 

18.09 

20,08 

20,02 

England  and  Wales 

16.1 

16.4 

16,5 

17,1 

1 

A7.i1 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Rural  District 
during  1961  v/as  l6l.  Of  these  15  were  deaths  of  non-residents 
and  vi/ere  transferred  to  the  district  in  which  the  persons 
ordinarily  resided.  There  were,  on  the  other  hand  110  deaths  of 
Rural  District  residents  registered  outside  the  District. 

(60  at  Taunton  hospitals  and  50  elsewhere).  The  total  corrected 
number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  District  was  256  (129  males  and 
127  females).  This  v;as  I3  more  than  in  the  previous  year  and  gav 
a crude  death  rate  of  11.66  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  crude  death  rate  cannot  be  used  to  compare  the 
mortality  ?/ith  tht.t  of  other  districts,  as  the  populations  of  all 
areas  are  not  similarly  constituted  as  regards  age  and  sex 
distribution.  The  Registrar  General  therefore  supplies  an  ’’Area 
Comparability  Factor”  and  the  crude  death  rate  multiplied  by 
this  figure  can  then  be  compared  with  that  of  the  country  as  a 
v/hole,  or  of  any  other  local  area.  The  corrected  death  rate  so 
obtained  was  10.72  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  this  is 
comp.'.irod  vi^ith  12.0  for  England  and  Wculos. 


Death  rates  for  the  District  and  for  England  and  Yi'ales 
for  th(j  past  five  yaars  were  as  followss- 


i 

1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

jcrude  Death  Rato 

12.09 

10.71 

11.12 

11.53 

11.66 

istandardised  Death  Rate 

11.12 

9.75 

10.23 

10.61 

10.72 

lEngl  md  and  Wl.Iob 

1 

11.5  i 

11.7 

1 11,6 

11.5 

12.0 

3. 


Of  256  dearths j 154  occurred  in  people  over  the  age 
of  70  years.  57  occurred  in  people  in  the  productive  age 
groups  20  to  64  years,  end  the  following  table  gives  the 
details  of  deaths  in  this  age  group. 


i 

i 20-29 

30-39 

! 

1 40-49 

150-59 

6O-64 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 
system 

2 

2 

Me  n ingo  c 0 c c l.1  inf  e c t i ons 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  lung, 
bronchus 

4 

3 

7 

Other  malignad'it  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

I 1 

i 

! 

4 

5 

10 

Diabetes 

! 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system 

3 

1 

4 

Coronary  disease  and  angina 

5 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

1 

5 

1 

7 

jOther  circula.tory  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Influenza 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

4 

Bronchitis 

1 i 

! 1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system 

1 

1 1 

' 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

I 

2 1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

1 

1. 

1 

3 i 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

2 

1 

3 ! 

All  causes 

1 

4 

8 

i 

24 

20  j 

■ i 

37  1 

Cancer  M 


The  nurnher  of  deaths  of  Rural  District  residents  from 
cancer  vms  44  ( males  28,  females  I6  ),  as  compared  v/ith  34  in 
i960.  They  constitute  17.2^  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  folloY/ing  table  shows  the  localisation  of  the 
disease  in  the  44  cases. 


r‘ 

1 

Number  of  deaths 

Male 

Pemale 

Total 

1961 

■Stomach 

2 

k 

6 1 

3 * 

Lung,  bronchus 

10 

1 

11  ! 

10 

Breast 

_ 

_ , 

_ ! 

4 I 

Uterus 

- 

2 

2 

1 1 

Other  and  unspecified  organs 

16 

9 

23 

14 

Total 

28 

16 

1 

kh  ' 

L 

34 

4. 


Cc.ncer  of  the  LuriAS . 


The  ages  at  v/hich  death  occurred  in  the  last  four 
years  comhined  is  detailed  in  th^.  follov/ing  table 


Infantile  Mortality, 


7 infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year. 
This  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  17.20  per  1,000  of 
all  live  births,  while  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  21,4. 

The  follov/ing  table  shows  the  cause  of  death  in  each 

case: - 


Infantile  Mortality  during  1961 


Under 

1 week 

1-4 

v/eeks 

1-6 

months 

6-12 

months 

Total 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

2 

Hydrocephalus 

1 

1 

Acute  asthmatic 
bronchitis 

1 

1 

Prematurity 

2 

2 

Asphyxia  neonatorum 

1 

! 

1 

5 

i 2 

i i 

7 

— j 

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease . 

Of  the  256  deaths,  heart  disease  caused  roughly  1 in 
overy  3 (males  47?  females  40).  It  represented  34%  of  the 
total  deaths  from  all  causes  and  v/as  equivalent  to  a death  rate 
of  3.6  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Other  Deaths. 

5 deaths  were  due  to  accidents,  of  vi/hich  2 were  road 
accidents  and  3 vi/ere  other  accidents. 


5. 


1 

1 Cause  of  Death 

M. 

P.  j 
1 

Total 

All  Causes 

129 

127  1 

i 

256 

1.  Tuhepculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

i 

3 

2,  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

3»  Syphilitic  disease 

- 

- 

- 

4.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5 • Wh o op i ng  c ough 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

- 

1 

1 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

2 

2 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

2 

4 

6 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  lung,  bronchus 

10 

1 

11 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 

- 

„ 

- 

|l3.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

|l4.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

16 

9 

25 

|15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

- 

- 

l6.  Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

jl?.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

9 

26 

35 

1 18.  Coronary  disease  and  angina 

23 

13 

36 

' 19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- 

3 

3 

' 20,  Other  heart  disease 

24 

24 

48 

;'21,  Other  circulatory  disease 

9 

9 

18 

22.  Influenza 

3 

2 

5 

' 23.  Pneumonia 

4 

3 

7 

1 24.  Bronchitis 

8 

4 

12 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

- 

3 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

27.  G-astritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

1 _ 

1 

29.  Hyperpl  -sia  of  prostate 

- 

- 

- 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

- 

2 

2 

32,  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

15 

24 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

- 

2 

34.  All  other  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

35.  Suicide 

- 

- 

- 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  v/ar 

- 

i 

6 


Population. 


The  estimated  population  of  the  Rurcol  District  as  at 
June  1951  was  21,9305  v/hich  shows  an  increase  of  1,450  on  the 
previous  year.  The  natural  increase  in  the  population,  that 
is  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  151?  and  therefore 
there  was  an  increase  in  population  of  1,299  due  to 
imi!ii£^ration. 


It  is  interesting  to  note  the  population  changes  v/hich 
have  taken  place  in  recent  years  and  the  following  table 
illustrates  the  trend  during  the  past  twelve  years. 


Year  Population  increase 

1 

Natural  increase 

Change 

emigra- 

irai'aigri 

due  to 
tion  or 
at  ion 

1950 

200 

82 

+ 

118 

1951 

480 

58 

+ 

422 

1952 

610 

82 

- 

692 

1953 

840 

119 

+ 

721 

1954 

iSO 

46 

114 

1955 

80 

129 

- 

209 

1956 

400 

120 

+ 

280 

1957 

610 

1 63 

- 

693 

1958 

190 

134 

- 

324 

1959 

230 

112 

+ 

118 

i960 

280 

138 

142 

1961 

1?450 

151 

+ 1 

.299 

hRWALP,NCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 


ADD  COKTAOrlOUS  DISEASES 


The  follov/ing  table  sets  out  the  cases  oP  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  which  were  notified  in  the  Rural  District 
during  1961.  The  table  is  dravm  up  after  molding  the  necessary 
f.'inondments  to  the  original  notifications  by  either  the 
practitioners  or  the  Medical  Officer  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  0¥/ing  to  corrections  in  diagnosis. 


Disease  j 

Cases  notified 

1961 

i960 

Scarlet  fever  | 

6 

13 

Who  op ing  c ough 

33 

15 

A. cute  poliomyelitis  ] 

2 

Measles  j 

1 , 516 

1 

Dysentery  , 

i 1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 6 

7 

Erysipelas 

1 1 

1 ; 

Acute  encephalitis  1 

j 1 

- 

Rubella  | 

2 

3 

Chicken  pox  | 

2 

- 

G-astro  enteritis  | 

1 

- 

Total 

580 

43 

7 


Measles. 


516  cases  were  notified.  Treatment  Toy  modern  drugs  has 
done  much  to  reduce  the  severity  of  the  common  complications  of 
this  highly  infectious  disease. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis) . 


(a)  Cases 

No  cases  were  notified. 

("b)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

During  the  year  the  numher  of  injections  given  to  complete 
a course  of  immunised  ion  for  children  up  to  the  age  of  twelve  years 
was  increased  to  four. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numher  of  persons  v/ho 
received  a course  of  primary  vaccination  (two  injections)  £.nd 
number  of  persons  who  received  third  and  fourth  (reinforcing) 
injections  during  the  year  I96I. 


Primary  Courses 

Number  of 
persons  (all 
groups)  who 
reed,  a third 
( re-inforcing) 
injection 

Number  of 
children  of 

5 yrs.  but 
under  12  yrs. 
vi^ho  reed,  a 
4th  re- 
inforcing 
injection 

Children 

born 

1943-61 

] 

; Young 
i persons 
' born 

1 1933-42  1 

Persons  1 
under  40  ' 
yrs.  of 
age 

I Persons 
over  40 
yrs.  in 
Priority 
Croups 

j 397  ! 

1- [ 

87 

349 

19 

861 

— — ^ 

1,608  1 

! 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report^  live  attenuated  oral 
vaccine  has  been  made  available  for  polio  immunisation  and  in  tiiue 
it  vyill  completely  supersede  the  killed  vaccine  previously  giVoii 
by  injection.  The  oral  vaccine  is  given  on  a lump  of  sugar  for 
adults  or  in  syrup  for  infants ^ and  three  doses  at  an  interval  of 
one  month  arc  given  to  complete  a.  normal  course  of  immunisc.tion. 
v.hen  first  introduced  the  Ministry  of  Health  advised  that  all 
persons  in  a household  vvho  were  not  full  protected  by  injections 
of  Salk  vaccine  should  receive  oral  vaccine  at  the  same  time  as 
any  one  individual  from  the  household  received  it.  In  practice 
this  recommendation  was  unduly  restricting  and  it  has  now  been 
withdrawn.  Free  use  is  now  made  of  oral  vaccine  vjhich  is  well 
liked  by  parents  and  wiiich  helps  to  reduce  the  number  of  injections 
to  which  young  children  are  subjected. 


Tuberculosis. 


11  respiratory  and  2 non-respiratory  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  were  notified^  as  comparedwith  5 respiratory  and 
one  non-respiratory  case  in  i960. 

Pespiratory  Hon-ri^spiratory 


Number  of  cases  on  the 
Tuberculosis  Register 
at  31.12.61 

77 

12 

Number  of  neviT  ca.ses 

during  the  year 

11 

2 

inimber  of  dearths  during 

the  year  3^ 

3 

- 

The  very  low  incidence  of  deaths  duo  to  tuherculosis 
was  maintained  and  ref loots  the  efficacy  of  modern  treatment. 
All  known  cases  are  thoroughly  investigated  and  all  known 
close  contacts  are  invited  to  attend  the  Chest  Clinic  for 
investigation. 


The  following  table  shows  the  sex  and  age  groups  of 
cases  notified  during  the  year. 


Age : - 

Hnder  5 

/24  ' 

i 25/ 

! ^44 

45/ 

/64 

65  & 

over 

Age  ' 
unknov;n 

1 

Total 

Male 

- 

- 

- 

1 

0 

2 

- 

5 

Female 

“ 

- 

2 

i 3 

3 

- 

- 

8 

In  order  to  raise  the  immunity  of  school  leavers 
to  tuherculosis p vaccincution  v/ith  B.G.G,  vaccine  was  offered  to 
all  children  hetwuen  the  ages  of  13  and  I4  years  attending 
schools  in  the  Mid-Somerset  Divisional  Area.  522  accepted  the 
ofier  and  received  preliminary  skin  testp  the  "Heaf  Test''',  to 
determine  whether  they  had  in  fact  alreadj?"  experienced  some 
infection  v/ith  tuherculosis.  436  of  these  gave  negative  results 
and  were  vaccinated  with  the  l.C.G.  vaccine. 


A riass  .Radiography  Unit  visited  the  larger  villr.ges 
in  the  District  during  the  yearp  and  a total  of  629  persons 
attended  for  chest  X-ray. 


Food  Pqisonin/3: , 

On  Wednesdayp  17th  May 5 notification  was  received 
from  medical  pr.'-.ct itioners  that  cases  of  acute  enteritis  ¥/ere 
occurring  in  increasing  numbers  more  or  less  in  one 
particular  part  of  Bridgv/ater.  Preliminajry  investigation 
suggested  that  the  likely  vehicle  of  infection  was  a milk 
supply.  This  milk  v/as  retailed  in  the  Boroughp  hut  was  supplied 
from  a dairy  in  the  Rural  District,  situated  at  the  fc^rm  v/here 
the  milk  was  produced.  Having  the  ScJTie  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  both  areas  it  was  then  a simple  matter  to  initiate 
inv.-;stigation  at  the  farm  at  the  same  time  as  full  investiga- 
tion was  proceeding  in  thu  Borough,  Reports  received  from 
tlie  Chi^f  Public  Health  Inspectors  strengthened  the  impressions 
already  gained  and  it  'was  soon  considered  that  on  epidemio- 
logical grounds  there  v/as  sufficient  evidence  to  justify 
prohibiting  the  sale  of  urxpasteurised  milk  from  the  herd. 
Appropriate  action  under  Section  20  of  the  Milk  and  D-.iries 
(General)  Regulations  1959  was  therefore  taken  on  l8th  May. 
Bacteriological  tests  undertaken  at  the  s^me  time  later 
identified  the  causative  organism  from  most  of  the  notified 
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cases,  and  also  isolated  the  some  organism  from  cjiimals  of 
tho  herd  which  were  known  to  he  ill*  The  organism  was  also 
isolated  from  the  milk  of  a covia  known  to  he  ill,  hut  ¥/hose 
milk  had  heen  thrown  to  vi^aste  and  not  put  into  supply. 

(Indeed,  as  far  as  could  he  ascertained  the  milk  of  all  animals 
suspected  of  illness  had  heen  excluded  from  the  milk  supply). 

The  ending  of  this  outbreak  was  even  more  dramatic 
than  its  commencement  and  no  new  infections  vi^hatever  v/ere 
notified  when  the  sale  of  milk  in  an  untreated  state  was 
prohibited. 


Diphthuria. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified.  During  the 
yeetr  267  children  under  the  age  of  5 years  and  4l  children 
between  the  ages  of  5 - 15  years  were  immunised  against 
diphtheria,  giving  a total  of  308. 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox . 

Tho  number  of  primary  vaccinations  against  smallpox 
has  shown  a rise  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  A high 
proportion  of  all  vaccination  is  carried  out  because  of  the 
reciuiroments  of  other  countrie  in  respect  of  immigrants. 

Persons  vaccinated  ( or  re-vaccinated  ) in  1961 


Under  1 

1 

2 to  4 

5 to  14 

15  or  over 

Totals 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P 

R 

156 

- 

13 

- 

5 

- 

12 

1 

2 

5 

3 

191 

5 

P = Primary  vaccination 
R = Re-vaccination 
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CtENEIUL  hbalth  services 

Lr.TjorLitory  Facilities . 

Pathological  spuciracns  are  sent  to  the  Lahoratory  at 
Musgrove  Park  Hospital,  v/hich  forms  part  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service.  Results  of  investigations  are  available 
with  the  minimum  of  delay  and  there  is  good  liaison  between  the 
Ic.boratory  personnel  and  the  field  ¥/orkers  in  the  Public  Health 
Department . 


Hospitals. 


Hospitals  in  the  area  are  administered  by  the  South 
West  Regional  Hospital  Board,  through  the  Bridgwater  Area 
Management  Committee. 

The  hospitals  are:- 

Bridg\¥ater  General  Hospital  72  beds 

Mary  Stanley  Nursing  Home  31  beds 

Northgate  Lodge  60  beds 

Gases  of  infectious  diseases  needing  hospital 
treatment,  or  isolation,  are  admitted  to  Taunton  Isolation 
Hospital. 


In  previous  reports  attention  has  been  dravm  to  the 
inadequate  provision  of  hospital  facilities  in  Bridgwater,  and 
joint  representation  hf.s  been  made  by  the  Borough  and  Rural 
District  Councils  to  the  South  West  Regional  Hospital  Board 
to  secure  improvement.  However,  at  the  time  of  writing  this 
report  the  Ministry  of  Health  Plan  for  the  Hospital  Services 
has  been  published  and  the  propostils  for  hospital  services  in 
Bridg-water  are  v/ell  known  to  all  interested  persons.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  further  joint  representations  of  the 
Councils  and  those  of  other  local  groups  and  individuals  will 
convince  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
that  radical  revision  of  the  Hospital  Plan,  in  so  far  as  it 
concerns  Bridgwater,  is  not  only  desirable  but  essential. 


Ante-Natal  Clini cs . 

No  Local  Authority  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  in 
the  area,  supervision  being  conducted  by  General  Praictitioners 
and  Midv/ives,  A number  of  expectant  mothers  attend  at  the 
Clinic  at  the  Health  Centre,  Mount  Street,  Bridg-water,  ?/hen 
blood  samples  are  taken  for  determination  of  blood  grouping. 
Rhesus  Factor,  etc. 


Infant  Welfare. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  for  which  the  County  Council 
are  responsible,  are  held  at  Edington,  Puriton,  Woolavington, 
North  P'.jthorton,  Nether  Stowey,  East  Huntspill  and  West 
Huntspill.  A new  clinic  has  been  established  at  Pawlett  and 
is  proving  very  popular  with  mothers. 
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Nat ional  Assistance^  Act 


. nuinoer  of  cases  vieve  helped  during  the  year  hy 

informal  action,  and  in  only  one  case  was  it  necessary  to 
obtain  an  Order  under  Section  47  to  secure  the  removal  to 
hospital  of  a patient.  This  case  was  an  old  lady  aged  88  who 
sufiered  from  the  after  effects  of  a stroke  and  v/ho  v/as  unable 
to  care  for  herself. 


Home 


This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council,  with 
local  administration  by  the  Home  Help  Organiser,  with  an 
office  at  the  Health  Centre,  Mount  Street,  Bridg?/ater. 


The  Home  Helps  have  proved  of  very  considerable  value 
^d  much  assistance  was  given  to  needy  cases.  During  the  year 
127  cases  received  assistance. 


These  included  the  following  types  of  case 


Maternity  23 
Old  age  and  infirmity  66 
Chronic  sick  18 
Post  operation  2 
Emergency  illness  9 
Other  cases  9 


. annual  report  in  recent  years  I have  made  the 

r<^ther  prosaic  statement  under  the  heading  of  Home  Help 
beryices  in  many  cases  assisted  by  the  Home  Helps,  the  patient 
would  have  been  unable  to  remain  at  home  were  it  not  for  the 
home  Help  oervice.”  At  the  present  time  when  so  much 
consideration  is  being  given  to  the  problem  of  old  peoule  it 
mxay  of  interest  to  the  members  of  the  Council  to  hear  of  the 
story  behind  the  most  recent  of  these  cases.  It  is,  I consider, 
c.  good  example  ox  team  work  in  operation. 


7>  4.  reciuest  was  made  to  the  Health 

aepa.rtmenu  for  assistance  in  dealing  with  an  old  lady  who  lived 
alone  under  most  unsatisfactory  conditions.  The  suggestion 
was  made  that  she  should  be  admitted  to  an  Old  People’s  Home. 

inspection  was  arranged  with  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  it  was  quickly  ascertained  that  the  report  was 
completely  justified.  The  old  lady  was  a hoarder  and  the 
dwelling  was  stacked  high  with  old  clothes,  papers,  milk  bottles 
etc.  to  such^an  extent  that  movement  about  the  place  v/as 
restricted.  The  larder,  v/hich  v/as  no  longer  used  for  its  proper 
purpose,  was  found  to  contain  a heap  of  ashes  about  three  to 
lour  feet  high.  _ It  was  obvious  that  nothing  could  be  done 
U-Tiless  all  the  junk  could  be  cleared  from  the  dwelling.  The 
position  was  explained  to  the  old  lady  who  stated  that  she  was 
have  conditions  improved  and  who  agreed  to  ell  the 
rubbish  being  removed.  So  readily  was  her  consent  given  that 
some  doubt  was  felt  as  to  whether  she  fully  appreciated  the 
extent  of  the  measures  which  were  proposed  and  special  measures 
were  subsequently  taken  to  ensure  that  she  was  fully  informed 
and  to  safeguard  her  from  psychological  trauma  on  D.  Day. 


fEa  dwelling  was  next  visited  v/ith  the  Engineer  so 
tnat  he  could  size  up  the  situation  and  plan  his  part  in  the 
operation.  He  estimated  that  two  men  would  be  fully  occupied 
I or  a whole  day  to  remove  the  accumulated  refuse  and  junk  and 
lorry  would  be  tied  up  all  day,  the  removal  could  only  be 
undertaken  when  men  and  a vehicle  v/ere  available.  The  estimate 
proved  correct  - the  time  talcen  was  a day  and  the  amount  of 
reiuse  was  a lorry  load.  Arrangements  were  put  in  hand  and  in 
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the  muc.ntime  the  opportunity  wns  taken  to  introduce  th^  Home 
K'^lp  Organiser  to  the  old  lady.  It  w:is  considered  desirahle 
that  she  should  keep  the  old  lady  comijany  throughout  the 
ViThole  of  the  removal  operation. 

The  clearing  up  proceeded  according  to  plan  and  in 
the  afternoon  the  Home  fielp  Organiser  report  that  all  hut  the 
bedroom  had  been  cleared.  The  bedding  was  no  longer  fit  for 
further  use,  cand  it  was  therefore  decided  to  tackle  the 
bedroom  on  another  day. 

Two  Home  Helps  were  then  brought  in  LJid  they  commenced 
the  formidable  task  of  cleaning  the  dwelling  and  without  any 
doubt  great  credit  is  due  to  th^m  for  the  unstinting  manner  in 
which  they  tackled  this  unpleasant  task. 

Meanv/hiie  the  Home  Help  Organiser,  v/ith  the  help  of 
the  National  Assistance  Board,  obtained  a complete  new  set  of 
bedding  and  this  was  taken  into  use  on  the  day  when  the  clearing 
of  the  bedroom  was  undertaken  by  the  refuse  disposal  men. 

'.Vhen  the  dwelling  was  finally  cleared,  the  Home  Helps 
reported  serious  dampness  in  the  bathroom.  The  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  traced  the  cause  to  a fractured  v/aste  pipe 
from  the  toilet  and,  in  contact  with  those  responsible  for  the 
dwelling,  was  able  to  have  the  defect  rapidly  repaired.  At  the 
same  time  he  was  able  to  take  up  the  question  of  other  repairs 
of  a less  urgent  nature. 

thile  these  events  were  taking  plc.co  it  becLuac  obvious 
tha.t  attention  to  personal  hygiene  was  needed  if  rehabilitation 
of  the  old  lady  was  to  be  successful.  The  bath,  which  had  not 
b^en  used  for  som.e  considerable  time, had  been  thoroughly  cleaned 
but  was  not  being  used.  The  assistance  of  the  District  Nurse 
v/as  then  invoked  and  between  them  she  and  the  Home  Helps  virere 
rkle  to  overcome  all  difficulties. 

At  the  conclusion  of  all  these  events  I visited  the 
old  lady  and  was  greeted  with  a happy  smile  as  she  showed  me 
around  the  dwelling  cind  proudly  drew  my  attention  to  the  new 
curtains  v/hich  the  Home  Helps  had  put  up,  the  arm  chair  which  a 
neighbour  had  donated  and  the  ne\7  bedding.  The  transformation 
in  the  dwelling  was  almost  beyond  description,  but  I v/ondered 
why  the  old  lady  made  no  reference  to  the  vividly  coloured 
linoleum  which  covered  the  floor  of  the  main  room.  Unable  to 
restrain  my  curiosity  any  longer  I question  her  on  the  source 
from  'Which  she  ha,d  obtained  it,  but  she  calmly  replied  that  it 
had  been  there  ell  the  timu.  The  realisation  that  the  floor 
covering  v/hich  previously  had  been  invisible  was  nov/  the  main 
feeiture  of  the  decor  of  the  living  room,  combined  with  the 
pride  of  the  old  lady,  brought  home  to  me  very  sharply  the 
extent  of  the  task  which  had  been  accomplished  by  tho  Home  Helps. 

At  the  time  of  v/riting  this  report,  the  lady  is  living 
happily  where  she  ought  to  be  --  in  her  own  homo  - and  is 
receiving  tvi/ice  weekly  visits  by  a Home  Help. 


In  addition  to  norm;:il  service,  arrangements  have 
boon  made  for  women  to  sit  up  with  seriously  ill  cases  vdiere 
alternative  arrangements  cannot  be  made. 

The  number  of  Home  Helps  at  12,61  as  followrs;- 

Pull  time  20 

Po.rt  time  23 
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Welfare  of  Old  Peoplo , 


The  Council  arc  novt/'  assisting  tho  W.V.  S.  in 
providing  Metils  on  Wheels  for  old  people,  and  this  worthv/hile 
service  is  greatly  appreciated  hy  the  old  people.  The 
scheme  is  at  present  operating  in  two  areas  and  it  is  to  he 
hoped  that  extension  to  include  the  greater  part  of  the 
District  will  he  possible. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in 
the  District. 


SAI'aTARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Sewerage . 


No  new  mcijor  schemes  were  undertaken  during  the  year. 
However,  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report  v/ork  has 
commenced  on  the  Council’s  scheme  to  resewer  the  village  of 
Crnjtiington.  It  is  now  to  he  hoped  that  the  provision  of 
adoguate  sewage  disposal  arrangements  in  th^  villages  of 
East  Huntspill  and  V'/oolavington  hy  a comhined  scheme  will 
proceed  as  soon  as  possible.  Conditions  in  both  these  villages 
are  most  unsatisfactory  from  a xjuhlic  health  point  of  view. 


.vater  ^gipplies. 


Sciirpling  of  ?;ater  supplies  was  continued  and  results 
generally  were  highly  sa,tisfactory.  In  those  cases  v/here 
results  v/ere  not  up  to  standard  it  was  not  considered  that 
any  serious  contamination  had  occurred  and  no  special  measures 
were  called  for.  An  exception  was  the  G-oathurst  private  supply 
where  the  Council  have  endeavoured  for  a long  time  to  secure 
removal  of  th^:^  most  probable  source  of  contamination.  It  is 
therefore  pleasing  to  report  that  after  diversion  of  a drain 
from  private  property,  practically  all  bacteriological  tests 
carried  out  on  this  v/ater  supply  have  given  highly  satisfactory 
results.  If  this  satisfactory  state  is  to  bo  maintained,  it 
will  now  be  necessary  for  the  owners  of  the  supply  to  undertal?:e 
'work  to  protect  the  source  of  supp]-y  from  possible  containination. 


Results  of  bacteriological  tests  can  be  summiiirised  as 

f ollo?/s : - 


1 

Number  of 

Report 

Supply 

exeminations 

satisfactory 

not  satisfactory 

1.  F'iddington  | 

12 

11 

1 

2.  Goathurst  j 

i 15 

7 

8 

3.  Thurloxtori  I 

1 11 

10 

1 

4.  Willoughby  | 

' 13  ! 

1 12 

1 

5.  Over  Stowey j 

1 12 

i 

; 12 

- 

Chemical  analysis  of  Eiddington,  Willoughbj'-  and 
Over  Stowey  supplies  was  continued  as  a rmrfcter  of  routine. 
Reports  were  as  follows: - 

Ih. 


Report  of  Chemical  Analysis  of  Sample  of  '^ater 
Received  on  ^,6,6l 

Lahelled:  Fiddington  Public  Supply.  Prom  tap. 


PilLis^Jierjni  11  i on 

Phys i c al  Char u c t e r s 

Cloar  and  Bright 

Reaction 

Very  slightly  alkaline 

pH 

7.1 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

12.0 

Total  Solids 

365.0 

Total  Alkalinity  (as  CaCO-) 

250.0 

C-.rbonate  Hardness  " ” 

250.0 

Ron-carbonate  ” 

65.0 

Total  Hardness 

315.0 

Chloride  (as  Cl) 

22.0 

Ammoniacal  Ritrogen  (as  N) 

NIL 

Albuminoid  ” ” 

0.01 

nitrate  " ” 

4.0 

nitrite  " 

NIL 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 
in  4 hours  at  27°G. 

0,05 

Sediment 

NONE 

Toxic  Metals 

NIL 

This  water  is  hard  in  character,  much  of  which  being 
temporary  in  na.ture.  It  is  of  sr:tisfactory  chemical  quality. 

Report  of  Chemical  Analysis  of  Sample 

of  Water 

Received  on  5.6.51 

Labulled:  Willoughby  Public  Supply. 

, From  Tap. 

Physical  Characters 

Clear  and  Bright 

Reaction 

Very  slightly  alkaline 

pH 

7.5 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

2.0 

Total  Solids 

245.0 

Total  Alkalinity  (as  CaCO^) 

140.0 

Carbonate  Hardness  ” " 

140.0 

nOii- carbonate  ” ” 

40.0 

Total  Hardness 

180.0 

Chloride  (as  Cl) 

23.0 

Amufioniacal  Nitrogen  (as  N) 

xMIL 

Albuminoid  " ” 

0.002 

Nitr.te  " ” 

2.0 

• : trite 

NIL 

Ox.yg.n  absorbed  from ^Porrm '.ngrueate 
in  4 hours  at  27^''C 

niL 

Sediment 

nont: 

Toxic  .''otals 

NIL 

Thi:-,  it;  f.  moderately  hard  water,  the  hardness  being 
T-fiLinly  terni^orary,  of  stu.iofrictory  chemical  purity. 

15: 


Report  of  Chemical  Analysis  of  Sample  of  Water 
Received  on  3.6,6l 

Lahelled;  Over  Stov/ey  Public  Supply,  Prom  tap). 


Physical  Characters 

Rei.ction 

pH 

Tree  Carhon  Dioxide 
Total  Solids 

Total  Alkalinity  ( as  CaCO^) 
Carhonate  Hardness  ” ” 

hon-carhonate  " 

Total  Hardness 
Chloride  (as  Cl) 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (as  N) 
Albuminoid  ” ” 

Nitrate  ” ■’ 

Nitrite  ” ” 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 
in  k hours  at  27°C. 

Sediment 
Toxic  Metals 

This  is  a soft  water  of 


Parts  per  million 

Clear  and  Bright 
Very  slightly  alkaline 
7.5 
3»0 
80.0 
45.0 


45.0 

18.0 
NIL 

0.016 

0.4 

NIL 

0.2 

NONE 

NIL 

latisfactory  chemical  quality. 


The  scheme  to  provide  a piped  water  supply  to  the 
parishes  of  Broomfield  and  Merridge  was  carried  out  during  the 
year  at  a cost  of  some  £20^000  and  has  proved  a great  boon  to 
people  in  those  areas. 


A further  measure  undertaken  during  the  year  v/as  the 
substitution  of  the  main  public  water  supply  for  a siticlII  private 
supply  in  the  village  of  Thurloxton.  The  old  supply  'was 
frequently  found  to  give  unsatisfcactory  bacteriological  reports 
and  its  elimination  from  the  water  distribution  system  is 
welcomed. 


Housing, 


During  1961,  the  Local  Authority  erected  14  houses j 
compc-red  with  74  in  i960.  Private  enterprise  built  127  houses 
in  1901,  compared  with  I31  in  i960.  At  the  end  of  th^  year 
there  were  approximat.^ly  400  applicauits  for  Council  houses, 
compared  with  300  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 

•..'hen  the  v/oolavington  Housing  Estate  associated  with 
the  Royal  Ordinance  Factory  was  taken  over  by  the  Council  some 
years  ago,  it  was  hoped  that  an  early  start  would  be  made  in  the 
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scheme  to  rehuild  the  estate  v/ith  modern  houses  of  satis- 
factory standard.  'This  was  not  to  hOs  hut  it  is  hoped  that 
now  that  v/ork  is  likely  to  start  in  the  not  too  distant 
future  the  phasing  of  the  scheme  v/ill  he  expedited  and  that 
the  operation  will  he  completed  in  appreciably  less  than  the 
five  years  which  was  originally  thought  to  he  reasonahle. 

The  condition  of  many  of  the  existing  houses  on  this  estate 
is  causing  concern. 


The  number  of  post-vi/ar  houses  built  in  the  Rural 
District  from  1st  Apr^l  1545  to  31st  December  1961?  v/as  as 
follov/s:  - 


’a)  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  792 
,b)  Erected  by  Private  Enterprise  lj)302 


improvement  G-rants 

Owners  of  many  properties  have  been  informed  of  the 
benefits  of  these  grcaits  and  have  been  urged  to  bring  their 
properties  up  to  modern  stando.rds.  The  following  table 
summer i s e s the  a c t i on  t ak en ; - 


j Received  ' 

(2)  1 

Approved  j 

jApplications 

No , of  Dwe 1 1 i n gs 

A.pplications  1 No.  of  Dv/ellings  ' 

50 

5k 

50  I 54  j 

■-,o.nitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  records  given  in  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’ 
report  show  the  number  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  IiTSPECTOR 


FOR  1961. 


Mr,  Cliiirvaan,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  submit  my  twenty-second  Annual  Report  for 
the  jj-ea-r  ending  31st  ■i>*eceraber,  19  61. 


STjVFF  . 


The  staff  of  the  -j-^epartmcnt  consists  of  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector,  tv/o  additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  and 
fema,le  clerk.  All  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  hold  the  Meat 
and  Food  Inspectors  Certificate  in  addition  to  the  sta.tutory 
qualif ication. 


COMPLAINTS  .AiljJ jrUISA^S . 

The  number  of  complaints  investigated  during  the 
year  was  132,  on  increa.se  of  8 on  the  previous  year.  In 
most  cases  nuisances  were  abated  as  a result  of  informa.l 
action  aid  it  was  only  found  necesseiry  'to  serve  13  Statutory 
Notices.  On  inspection  a nuiiiber  of  compla.ints  were  found  to 
be  not  justified  sjid  no  further  action  A"/ as  taken  in  r egard 
to  them. 


Of  the  nuisances  found,  102  v/ere  abated  during  the 
year.  The  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  -vritli 
nuisances  w.s  33 3 • 

Nev/  sewerage  systems  A^ere  completed  at  v/es tonzoyland 
and  Puriton  during  the  year  and  this  resulted  in  the 
elimination  of  seAAfage  from  a number  of  ditches  Avhich  had 
given  rise  to  coripl<a.ints  for  many  years.  A good  decul  of 
v/ork  ^-^a-s  carried  out  in  conjunction  A’'/ith  the  Pesidont 
Engineer  to  exclude  surfa,ce  Awiter  from  the  nev^i^  sewers. 

Connection  of  house  drains  to  the  neA'^  scAA^ers  at 
'"-'est  Huntspill  and  Pa-A^jlett  continued,  • dth  corresponding 
reduction  in  the  number  of  inefficient  private  dr.aina-ge 
sj^stems,  and  polluted  ditches. 


1". 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


Samples  of  water  for  bacteriological  examination 
are  t<al:en  at  monthly  intervals  from  the  five  sources  of 
supply  controlleci  by  the'  Council  ana  are  to  the 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Musgrove  Park  Hospital,  Taunton 
for  examination,. 

An  extension  of  mains  in  the  aut'amn  proviuecl 
a supply  of  water  from  the  CoLincil’s  'Tilloughby  source  to 
the  village  of  Thurlor.ton  an  cl  to  the  hamlet  of  Shearston 
in  the  parish  of  North  Petherton,  It  was  then  possible 
to  close  the  Thurloxton  supply  wl:.ich  was  particularly 
liable  to  contaiination  an<l  v/here  the  iDressure  v/as  frequently 
low. 


Samples  are  eilso  taken  before  Plains  .are  ago,in 
brought  into  use  after  the  insertion  of  ne'w  valves  or 
alterations  to  fittings,  a.nN  before  extensions  to  mains 
are  brought  into  use. 

A tota.1  of  71  visits  v^rere  mahe  in  connection  \7ith 
water  supply  during  Hie  year. 


HOUSING. 


The  total  number  of  visits  'under  tl-ie  Housing 
Act  was  1,011,  the  number  of  separate  houses  inspected 
being  517. 

A considerable  number  of  informal  repair  notices 
wa-^-  sent  to  ovmers  during  the  year,  and  in  consequence 
many  interviev/s  with  owners,  estate  agents,  architects 
and  builders  took  place,  and  a large  number  of  re-inspecti  ons 
had  to  be  ms-de  to  discuss  proposed  repairs  and  to  inspect 
v/ork  in  progress  and  on  completion. 

These  negotiations  ta,ke  up  a great  desl  of  time, 
but  with  mutual  forbearance  amid  unders tending  of  the 
many  problc'ms  involved  it  is  usuoNl3^  possible  to  'ring 
matters  to  .a  satisfactory  concl'usion,  Man:y  cottages  are 
still  let  at  very  lO'/  rents  loy  modern  standards  a-nd 
possibl3?'  for  this  reason  have  been  oHlowed  to  get  into 
a state  of  considerable  disrepair.  It  follov/s  that 
co'nsidero.ble  expendifure  is  necessary?'  in  th.ese  cases  to 
bring  the  property  into  a good  st.ate  of  repevir  and  to 
S0.ve  it  from  de'Qioli'ui  on  order  procedure,  'v/here  there 
are  limited  funds  available  for  I'lis  purpose  it  is  often 
ver:/  difficult  to  hold  the  balance  be'tv7een  v/hat  is 
essential  end  v/hat  is  desirable. 

It  is  in  such  cases  that  the  availablility  of 
Improvement  Grrants  is  most  useful,  and  aJ.so  in  appropria,te 
cases  the  possibility  of  loans  from  the  Council.  Every 
opportunity  is  taken  'bo  publicise  the  availability  of 
-^iscretionauy^  and  Standard  Im'provem.Gnt  Grants,  and 
infor.'.'uation  and  advice  is  given  to  ov/ners  in  regand  to 
\/orka  which  v/ill  qualify  for  grant. 
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HOUSING. (ContinueN) 


The  Builders  in  the  district  y/ere  fully  oc  cupie  d 
during  the  year,  and  in  a nurnher  of  cases  repair  y/ork  was 
delayed  owing  to  inability  to  find  a contractor  available 
to  undertake  the  v/ork. 

uuring  the  year  121  houses  v^ere  repaired  and 
improved  as  a result  of  the  service  of  informal  notices. 

16  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for 
habitation  and  inca,pable  of  being  rendered  fit  at 
reasonable  cost  and  14  Ueraoliti  on  Orders  and  2 Closing 
Orders  were  made  by  the  Council,  In  3 cases  the  Council 
agreed  to  accept  undertakings  to  carry  out  approved  ynrks 
y/ithin  a stipulated  time  and  in  one  case  a,n  undertaking 
not  to  re-let  was  accepted.  18  houses  subject  to 
joeraolition  Orders  v/ere  demolished  during  the  year, 

9 fcmilies  were  transferred  during  the  year 
from  condemned  houses  into  Council  houses. 

153  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  89 
properties  in  rega,rd  to  the  reconditioning  and  alteri’tion 
of  existing  houses  and  the  installation  of  new  sanitary 
fittings. 


14  visits  were  made  to  houses  in  respect  to  \yhic 
grants  were  made  under  the  Housing  (Finanicial  Provisions) 
Acts. 


87  visits  w'.Gre  made  in  connection  with 
applica-tions  for  Improvement  Giaants,  and  49  inspections 
of  property  were  made  to  ascerta.in  if  conditions  of 
grant  were  being  fulfilled.  In  a number  of  cases  it  was 
found  that  dy/ellings  y/ere  not  being  maintained  to  the 
standard  required  by  the  Act  and  in  these  cases  the 
attention  of  oy/ners  \yas  drawn  to  their  obligations  and 
they  were  requested  to  ca-rry  out  such  \york  as  was 
considered  to  be  necessary. 


OVERCROP ulii  G_. 

Three  new  cases  of  overcrowding  y/ere  discovered 
during  Hie  yea-r,  and  five  causes  were  aibated  by  infoiTnal 
action. 


fourteen  visits  Y'^cre  made  in  connection  y/ith 
overcrOYYfding. 
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FACTORIES  1937  and  1948. 

The  follovriiv^  Rarticule.rs  indicate  the  action  tr?h:on 
iiiih  er  Part  1 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  2- 


Number 

on  I I 

Register! Insps  J 

Number  of 
\/ritten 
Notices  1 

1 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

i 

! 

Factories  in  which 

SecU  oils  1,  2,  3,  4 and 

6 are  to  he  enforced  by 
Local  Authority. 

81 

' 1 

! 1 

! 

! : 

i 93 

I 

1 

' 8 

j 

; 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  LocaJ.  ; 

Authority.  i 

1 

i 

; i 

i 1 

: i 

5 i 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  vliich  i 
Sec'ti-on  7 is  enforced  b;y  ! 
the  Local  Authority 
( excluding  outworkers  i 

premises). 

1 

1 

1 1 

: 1 

\ 

• ! 

! J 

TOTAL  j 82  ' 94  I 8 


I 


The  94  viKsits  were  uiaOe  in  respect  to  Si  factories. 


j'.Vant  of  cleanliness 
I Overcro^v/hing  (S,2) 


Ho,  of  cases  in  which  hefc 
\/ere  founh 


ct 


: I To  h7m 

Foun^Pj  RemePieHJ  Insp. 


:rre9  . 
liyll.' 
Insp. 


9 No , of  cases i 
! in  which 
I prosecution: 

X were 
I ins  tituteci 


UnreasonalD  le  terincrature  ^ ‘ ' ! 

(S,3)  I ! 1 


I Inadequate  ve?.itilation 
; (S.4) 


1 

Ineffective  drainage  of  | 

floor  (S.6)  I 

j 

i 

3 an  it  c/ry  conv  eni  en  cos  i 

(3.7)  1 

(a)  Insufficient  ; 

(b)  Unsuit  ible  or  defective 

(c)  hot  soparrte  for  sexes 

1 

1 

( 

i 

12! 

I 

1 1 

u ! 

j 

! 

I 

i 

i 

1 

: ! 

i i 

! Other  offences  against  the 
Uict  (not  including  ofiences 
i r^m  atin/:  to  Out\/ork) . 

! 

i 

i 

1 

^ 

H 

1 1 

i 1 

1 1 

1 ' 

1 I 

j 

1 

1 

1 



j TOTAL 

L ' 

j.,.,. 

i 

1 

L .,J 
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BAKEHOUSES. 


22  visits  were  made  to  the  12  Bakehouses  in  the 
J^is  trict  vdiere  defects  or  unsatisfactory  conditions 
were  founo  informal  notices  served  were  duly  complied  with. 

One  bakehouse  closed  doming  the  year. 


SHOPS . 

152  inspections  of  shops  were  carried  out  in 
respect  to  the  149  shops  in  the  -‘-’is  trict. 


GUHERAL  SAMT 

The  following  improvements  v/cre  carried  out. 
generally  as  a result  of  informal  action;- 


U.Cs,  19 
Baths  8 
Sinks  11 
Br ai  11  ag  e s ys  t ems  8 
Lavatory  basins  11 
Connections  to  sewer  22 
Larders  2 
Internal  water  supply.  2 


A number  of  other  minor  improvements  were  also 
carried  out. 


POO:^  HYGIENE. 

As  in  previous  years  a considerable  amount  of 
t_ime  has  been  spent  on  the  inspectl  on  of  premises  under 
the  Pooa  Hygiene  pLCgulations  and  491  inspections  have 
been  macie  of  the  321  promises  in  the  ^'is  trict.  In  general 
the  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  premises  is  very  high 
and  the  majority  of  shopkeepers  take  a great  pride  in  the 
cleanliness  and  smart  appearance  of  their  shops  and 
storerooms,  but  in  a fevv^  cases  frequent  visits  <are 
necessary  to  ensure  the  maintenance  of  a satisfactory 
standard  of  cleanliness. 

^ The  result  of  the  informal  action  taken  was  that 

49  Cieficiencies  under  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  were 
remeQied  aurin:;  the  year,  and  in  addition  the  following 
improvciients  in  facilities  and  equipm,ent  v/ere  carried  out;  — 


Refrigerators  1 
Refrigerated  nieplay  Counters  1 
Washbasins  1 
'later  Heater  1 
Sinks.  0 
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FOQi^  HYGIENE  (Continued) 

The  nunher  and  types  of  food  premises  in  the 
-L>is  trict  are  as  follows  s- 


Licensed  houses  and  Cluhs  71 

Bakehouses  12 

Butchers  12 

3 1 au  gl  1 1 e r ii  o ii  s e s 7 

Poultry  Pric/;ers  1 

dairies  11 

Cafes  19 

Guest  Houses  22 

■S  oh  0 0 1 K i t ch  ens  AQ 

Canteens  o,nd  Catering  36 

Pood  Shops  O9 

Pish  and  Chip  Shop  1 
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LICENSI^JPRjH^ 

81  inspections  of  licensed  premises  v/ere  carried 
out,  r-n  d a number  of  improvements  were  brought  about  by 
informal  action, 

T\/o  licensed  houses  were  closed  during  the  j^ear. 


The  rate  of  sl.aughtering  in  the  three  \7h0lesale 
slaughterhouses  remohns  high  although  the  tots.l  number  of 
animals' killed  was  slightly  lov'er  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Slaughtering  in  tv/o  of  these  prenisos  takes  pls.ce 
op'  five  days  a week,  and  as  the  maximum  kill  is  at  weekends 
in  each  of  the  three  \7h0lesa.le  premises  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  inspect  all  the  animals  killed. 

In  the  Council's  report  on  slcaughterhouse 
facilities  v/hich  v/as  submitted  to  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  Pislieries  and  Pood  on  4th  October,  I9  60,  it 
was  sta,ted  thcut  the  tv/o  slaughterhouses  at  Hortii  Petherton 
were  not  likely  to  comply  with  the  Construction  Piegulations 
by  the  appointed  date.  This  assumption  wo.s  correct,  but 
in  ^addition  the  owner  of  the  slaughterhouse  at  Chilton 
Pol  den  decided  that  the  cost  of  the  work  involved  in 
modernising  this  slaughterhouse  was  uneconomic  and  in 
consequence  slaughtering  on  these  promises  ceased  in 
A'gr-11,  The  tv/o  slaughterhouses  at  North  Petherton  closed 
on  the  expiration  of  the  Slaughterhouse  licences  on 
30th  September. 


J..QP (Continue(i) 


The  approved  work  on  the  r emaining  slaughterhouses 
was  duly  carried  out  and  froui  1st  October  five  slaughterhouses 
were  in  operation  in  the  district  located  as  follows  - 

Ashcott  Retail  trade. 

East  Huntspill  (Two)  Wholesale  trade.  Meat  is  sent 

to  the  London  wholesale  'Qarkets 
and  to  local  Retail  Traders. 

Puriton  ’''holesale  trade.  Heat  is  sent 

to  the  London  liolesale  riari:ets 
and  to  local  Puetoil  Traders. 

Shapwick  Retail  trade. 

1,059  visits  were- made  in  connection  with  the 
inspection  of  meat,  aid  24,801  carc.irjes  were  inspected, 
giving  an  average  of  23  animals  per  visit.  The  numbers  of 
the  different  iiinds  of  animals  inspected  were  as  follows 2- 

Beasts  1,876 

Cows  238 

Calves  12, 601 

Sheep  7,447 

Pigs  2,639 

Approximately  7 tons  of  meat  were  condemned  during 
the  year,  details  of  which  are  as  follows 2 - 

Beasts. 

Carcases  and  organs 
Heads  and  tongues 
Livers 
Lungs 
Hearts 

Headj  hearts  and  s]:irts 
Tongues 
Mes  entery 
All  organs 
Beef 

Cows . 

Carcases  and  organs 
Heads  and  tongues 
Livers 
Lungs 
KidnesT-s 
Spleens 
Heart 
Beef 


3 

18 

149 

11 

2 

10 

8 

1 

1 

599  lbs 


12 


92 

7 

6 

2 

1 

1,639  lbs. 


24. 


MEAT  M-^^POO-l-iS  (Continue^) 


Calves . 

Carcases  and  organs 

Livers 

Lungs 

Kidneys 

Plucks 

Heart 

Veal 

^eeL.. 

Carcases  a.nd  organs 

Livers 

Lungs 

Plucks 

Kidneys 

Hutton 

Pigs . 

Carcases  and  organs 

Heads  and  tongues 

Livers 

Lungs 

Kidneys 

Plucks 

Hearts 

Lungs  and  hearts 
Pork 


34 

10 

3 

27 

9 

1 

82  lbs. 


20 

136 

5 

18 

1 

150  lbs 


7 

30 

21 

12 

2 

23 

11 

2 

17  Its. 
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( Continued) 


_ Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condeiined  in  whole 

or  in  part  during  the  year;-  wxi(;±e 


Cattle 
i exc, 

cows 

i 

1 Cows 

I ! Sheep 

■ and 

! Calves : Lambs 

! 

i 

1 Pigs 

r _ 

* HorsesI 

: j 

iT  inspected. 

1,876 

|,  238 

; 12, 601'  7,447 

1 2,639 

1 

-is eases  except 
■'culosis  - whole 
ises  condemned 

! 

3 

t 

! 12 

i - - — 

j i 

: 34  ^ 20 

1 — . . . 

1 ^ 

\ ! 

i i 

Lses  of  which  some  part 
'gan  was  condemned 

182 

! 122 

1 

^ - 

i 56!  216 

: 87 

■ ! 

■ ^ 

1 1 

i - 1 

i 1 

the  number  inspected 
tea  with  disease  other 
Tuberculosis  and 
cerci  ' 

9,3  ■ 

i 

56.3 

I j 

i -7  1 , 3,2  i 

! 

‘ 3,6 

; j 

1 

i “ ! 

j 1 

C ar  c as  e s " c on  d e'r.in  e d • 

i_  : j 

™ ■ „ i 

. _ I 

i i 

i 

ses  of  which  some  part  ! 

gan  v/as  condemned  | 

i 

2 ; 

! 

. 

1 

I j 

22  1 

I 

g 

the  number  inspected  ; 

ted  \7itli  tuberculosis  | 

.08 

„ 1 

“ i - : .83 ; 

1 

--  ;■  :v:  i-.r*::—  : , : ‘t [ 

J 

^ercosis,  j 
3es  of  vrhich  some  nart  i 
;an  was  condemned 

14  1 

i 

i 

~ ■ ....  i 

1 

j 

j 

j 

!es  submitted  to  treatment! 
'rigeration  ! 

14  : 

i 

i 

i I 

1 

f 

! 

“■ ! 

1 

Llised  and  total  conde  nedj 

i 

j 

' i 

! i 

j 

j 

! 

^4?  • Condemned  meat  is  iiorLially  disposed  of  to  manufacturers 

stuffs  and  fertilisers  where  it  is  processed  ' 
anu  ste±iliseo  by  stermi  under  pressure. 
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PRESSP_V;;>  EOQJJS , 

Tl'ieire  are  10  premises  re^isteref^  uncl.er  Section  16 
of  the  Pood  and  rraps  Act,  1955  for  the  mo-nufacture  of 
sausages,  or  potted,  pressed,  pic':led  and  preserved  foods. 


HILK  EAIPIES. 

The  nuvaher  of  retail  purveyors  of  mill:  on  the 
register  is  G and  16  visits  were  made  for  the  inspection 
of  dairies  during  the  j^'ear. 


The  nuiiiher  of  premises  registered  for  the  storage 
and  sale  of  ice  cream  at  the  end  of  the  yea.r  v^as  94,  and 
t:70  premises  were  also  registered  for  the  m£inuf acture  of 
ice  cream,  Each  of  these  manufacturers  produced  ice  cream 
hy  the  "cold  riix"  raethod,  followed  by  boiling  the  product. 

Thirty  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  the 
results  being  as  follows s- 

23  saiaples  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  1, 

7 samjples  were  'placed  in  Provisional  Gicade  2. 

A total  of  41  visits  were  made  in  connection  v/ith 
the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 


KNACICEPS  Ym.  -1. 

The  knackers  yard  at  Punball  is  being  maintained 
in  very  good  condition  and  v\/as  visited  on  6 occasions  during 
the  year. 


HOVE^E  id.7ELLINGS, 

171  visits  v^ere  made  during  the  37 ear  in  connection 
v./ith  moveable  dv;/ellings , 


/ 

'i: 


There  are  fourteen  cam.ping  sites  in  the  djs  trict,  > 
all  of  which  are  small.  In  addition  there  are  42  caravans  A 
on  individual  sites,  d 

Considerable  impirovement s were  carried  out  at  the 
licensed  caravan  sites  to  bring  them  up  to  the  stando,rds 
required  by  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  j^evelopment 
Act,  I960,  Additional  toilet  facilities  were  provided  at  ^ 

the  sites  at  Ashcott,  and  ’-est  Euntspill,  and  at  most  of  I 

the  other  sites  additional  v/ashbasins,  hot  water  suiDplies, 
baths  or  shov/ers,  fij’e  fighting  equipi.aerit  and  hard  standings  ;■ 
v/ere  provided.  In  a fev;  cases  where  only  limited  planning  :J 

permission  liad  been  granted  it  was  not  considered  reasonable  J 

to  insist  on  the  provision  of  impioved  facilities.  ^ 

i 
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(ContiiTiiecl) 

i^ifficulty  vms  a.^ain  experienceci  ‘-luring  the  year 
in  the  control  of  coiaping  sites  occupied  hy  seasonal 
worhers  eiiployed  "by  produce  iiierchants  to  hcirvest  pea,  fruit 
ana  root  _ crops.  These  v/orkers  are  of  the  gypsy  tj^^e  and  their 
wa3'  of  life  is  sucn  that  serious  nuisance  arises  as  soon  as 
the  canps  are  established,  Pour  large  caraps  of  from  20  to 
35  caravans  and  tents,  and  two  smaller  canps  were  occupied 
fiom  liajr  to  August,  One  of  the  larger  coii  ps  became  very  foul 
and  a number  of  compaints  were  received  from  persons  living 
in  the  neignoourliood  in  regard  to  it.  Repeated  warnings  to 
^the  ovttier  having  been  ignored  proceedings  were  taken  in  the 
Magistrates  Court  and  a conviction  was  obtained. 


Sin.aiARY  PjP_  VISITS, 


W a t e 1"  Sup  p 3.  y y p 

iJrai  nage  172 

New  Work  15^ 

Nuisances  333 

Refuse  -disposal  2 

Shops  Acts  154 

Factories  94 

Iliscellaneous  Sanita.ry  Visits  22 

Housing  (Slum  Clearance)  228 

Housing  repairs  606 

Imp  1*0  V erne  n t G ran  t s 1 3 6 

Housing  (H.P.)  Acts  ' 14 

Overcroy/ding  I4 

Miscellaneous  Housing  A^isits  3 3 

Moveable  dwellings  173. 

Infectious  ids eases  20 

Verminous  P r em i s e s 3 0 

Ro  dent  Inf es t ation  " 4 

Meat  Inspection  I5O59 

Food  Shops  139 

Bakehouses  22 

School  Kitchens  43 

Other  food  preparing  premises  35 

Licensed  Premises  and  Clubs  36 

I'airies  16 

Ice  cream  4I 

Hiscella-neous  Food  Visits  34 

Milk  Samples  9 

Food  Poisoning  Q 

Slaughterhouses  37 

Knackers  bard  ' 3 

■'aste  Food  Boiling  Plants  30 

Atmospheric  Pollution  9 

Miscellaneous  40 


3,381 


I am,  Hr.  Chairman,  Ladies  ccnd 
Gentl  emen, 

Your  oTjedient  Servant, 

F,  A.  HAILE. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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